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An aryfaho is a dead baby, prepared for burial* In that land, where the birth 
rate is high, and the infant : .ortality rate as also ha h, ( altnas. Ji, consider:^; the 
Ilyin ; coxaiitions of a ryeafc part of the people, one is astounded that it as not hinhe; 
■hnr- nnoctaelo of a baby’s uaioral as a ver■ c canon one* The people coil lu adjoih’iS > 


n heaven* 

ill all our modern ways of dressing t up, a funeral is a loeqy 
5 anti larger towns of forth Brasil there are not/ uoderf-shire as 
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uneral more or less in. accord with car modern standards of 


thouch even in KedUCfc up to 1949 I did not know of any place '-hero esi- 
i dene* But in the interior, in the s. all towns or in the open coxntiy, 

..lo to die also the atari: roalit of death* iiacy of the people have only 



soon as possible after deaths for in that tropical elrlrate decay sets in quickly, and 
the odor scon boccrces oppressive. Usually, on entering the gala, one sees • ndor the 
coffin a pan of burning charcoal, on which incense, or scree orcnatic herb, is sprinkled 
occasionally, Shore are usually seme llewero, here groan, of course, in evidence, bit 
only white or very pale ones 3 any rod especially is consid rc-d nnbsca Ing* .then tie 
cement scnics, md tin n.ovoi;- -ni be Ins to take cat the body, there arises a rent 
wailing and erj.lnt, anonc the wesson.. Ms is the final leave-tnkir^ for then, as waxn 
and JLrlc do not nueenpeay the body to the cemetery. 

flic cemetery rn he far away, b: t in all except very modern ftnerelc the body is 
borne by hand* There -is generally no lack of pall bearers, and net? recruits are 
cat^taafc3y easing up to take the place of won yotm weary with the load, withoit 
breaking the zoarch* The cemetery is surroinded with a hi h wall of brick end stucco, 
often with broken .fL-oa or; the top, end with a securely locked gate, because vandalism 
is very prevalent, especially nuong hays. Inside one finds substaitial vaults, with 
stately ncauioitc, for the well to do3 but in the part where the poor ere buried 
there are only rode wooden crosses to nark the .graves, and. these fall down in a few 
years, so that the place is forgotten* Since the cemetery must be trailed, the space 
is necessarily limited3 end among the graves of the poor the some ground is dug over 
repeatedly, so that it is not at all uncccaaoi to dig up bones in digging a grave. I 
rms rJjsr a funeral that I attended where there wore a ski. 11 and several other bones 
among the piles of dirt for filling the rave* On that occasion it was raining, too, 
aim 1 have seldcaa witnessed a opeesaelc 00 depre .;sixr> The cemetery scene 2 *£ Harlot 
takes on new meaning after such a si.fct* 

In Brasil, caaeveries are public Institutions, and ore open to people of any 
faith or of none. It is necessary, however, to get a permit, and ,;o thro fi a -ood 
bit of red tape, end pay sera fees* To get the peroit it is necessary tc have a death 
certificate, signed by a physician. It nay well be that no doctor has seen the patient} 
but Draailiaa doctors are usually very accctscodating, and one can always fund a 
doctor read,-' to sign the certificate. Since it is a mere femrality anyway, the doctor 
secs no so in raising up conscientious scruples about it. 



Along the roads in the interior one often sees little wooden crosses set up 
by graves redo at an intersection of roads* I had long su posed that these were graves 
of vicidjas of a^toncbile accidents, but was infoanaed that they are graves o£ unbaptized 
children* Sds is due pertly to superstition on the part of ignorant ccr rtry j> opls, 
and partly, I believe, -o a desire to avoid the jaodorate fees charged for interoeat 

’0i' 

in the ccootory* Certainly there is no law forbidding burial ii the car.etcry l|f un- 
baptizod children, and X an sure that of the repeat ncEfcera of babies buried a the 

ceneter' cs, m-y : ust be mxbaptiaed* I was never able to learn asccUy for tdd reason 

% 

a road intersection is chosen as a place of burial* 

Ar.oag the very poor it is not .jpeotaaon to barrow, rather than buy, a coffin* 
Coffins are ru :h less elaborate affaire in the Brasilian interior than in the United 
States, and orocaiontly loss expensive | but for a nan possessing nothing at all, even 
a a:all expense nay bo too heavy* The borrowed coifingis used to carry the body de¬ 
cently to the cooe&osy, --.here it is removed free the coffin and buried, the coffin 

then being rot rued bo its owner, as Qood os ever, or nearly so* 1 have hoard of 

fcVtfitV* 

churches that kept a coffin for use s-iong the poor of ±b~ laaribcro — large enovh, 

1 suppose, to acco: ■ odate ancr aerber who ni^xt need o * se it* 

A ba£y*s iteoral is a very cctcon sight, passing throuh the streets on the way 
to the canetery* The little coffin is borne by a .roup of children, anyx&cre from, 
sis to twelve years of age, usually not a single grown person accompanying thesa* 

It aeons a festive occasion to the children* They walk alar; wutfc their lituXe buraen, 
laugjfcdng and dxattering, apparently having the tire of their lives, and so tar as 
one can. judge, feeling nothing o_ sadness or afflict. or* Hot a care appears to disturb 
the perfect happiness of the occasion* 

A Scotch friend of nine, engaged in mining operations far back in the interior, 
was seated one day with a local acquaintance, taldLnn rid nomlng coffee at the 
little eufe^ which as usual was open to the side-"JI' all across the fr-orrt* As the.; 
sat cauversing over their coffee, they spied a funeral procession of a bd£r, approach¬ 
ing long the street* n Fcnos ver o angiaho passerf a (Shall m wacch the iuasrel passv) 



Ar. ;uiic 


s^SjOSoed %£iu local cc< ;usxncc.iics# .y nu onu sjpced| and iliey i*ooo frcta their tub!© 
aat * t-icHred to the entrance, to see the little group go Is Mrs try* .filing to oak© 
cornrersatian, my friend asked, B 2)c yea know whose cMM It le?« 

Perfectly casual, the other replied, W E neu." (It*3 aitte*) 


